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Far more on the Neighborhood Empowerment
Netwaork, contact Daniel Homsey at 554-7114 or
visit empowersl.org on the Web.
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Spreading the Green Throughout San Francisco

By Jane Mariefrancis Martin
and Alexa Fibrega

Spectal Guest Columnists

San Franeisco is internation-
ally renowned for its natural
beauty and ecological aware-
ness. Despite this reputation,
those of us who live here know
that our neighborhoods suffer
from being overly paved. This
results in a bleak landscape with
little greening, all-too-frequent
sewer backups and sewage over-
flows to the bay and ocean.

Plant*SF is a local commu-
nity-based organization that has
been making significant efforts
to counteract these conditions
since 2008. As the organization's
acronym (Permeable Landscape

Plant*SF pioneered a new per-
mit to allow property owners
to permanently convert excess
areas of sidewalk to gardens.
Administered by the Depart-
ment of Public Works' Bureau

of Urban Forestry (DPW-BUF),

the Sidewalk Landscaping
Permit is a streamlined, inex-
pensive process that requires
only asimple drawing and
plant list, along with property
owner signature. While this
can be done by even one in-
dividual property owner, the
permit fee is reduced when

even one other nearby property

owner applies. Larger groups
can alzo be accommodated.
The Plant*SF Web site (www.
PlantSF.org) has a “How-Ta"

Az Neighbor- page that de-
hood Treasure) tails the process
indicates, its “The signature of the  and provides a
mission is " Fad 3 downloadable
to promote Plant*SF project s form and in-
sustainable “in-  Sidewalk landscaping.”  structions,
the-ground” Beyond the
plantings in obvious beau-

San Franeiseo's neighborhoods
to make them more delightful.
This is accomplished through
public education and ontreach,
including an informational Web
site and neighborhood presenta-
tions, advocaey such as policies
and practices that discourage
sustainable planting and by
creating permits to encourage
more opporfunities for greening
The signature of the
Plant*SF project is sidewalk
landseaping, By advocating for
greening city sidewalks that
go far beyond street trees con-
stricted in tiny basins, it has
shown that a more beautiful
and sustainable option is possi
ble. Working with city agencies,

tification amenities, sidewalk
landscaping has many other
benefits, A sustainable side-
walk garden is inherently
low-maintenance due to the
nse of native and/or drought
tolerant plants which thrive
naturally in our elimate. They
require no irrigation once es-
tablished because they are
planted in the ground, instead
of in raised or hanging plant-
ers which expose the soil to
dryness and require frequent
watering The months from
November through January
are an ideal time to be install-
ing a sidewalk garden, as the
plants will benefit by the rains
brought during our natural

COVRTLEY PLANT=SF

The indlviduals behind Plant* SF would like to see more of San Francisco look like this stretch of 22nd Street.

water cyele.

Further, native plants pro-
vide important habitat to local
butterfly, bird and beneficial in-
sect populations, some of which
— like the Mission Blue Butter-
fly — feed and reproduce only
on particular native plants —
without them they will become
extinet.

The first cost of sidewalk
landscaping is roughly the same
as replacing conerete (about §10
per square [oot) and has the fi-
nancial benefit of never having

concrete be replaced in those
areas, effectively removing them
from the costly repair/replace
eyele.

Sidewalk landscaping pro-
vides a healthier environment
for street trees than the typical
small “tree pits” Itis also a good
option for aress which cannot
have a street tree because of un-
derground or overhead utilities.
While trees must be kept away
from utility covers, sidewalk
landscaping areas are allowed
rightup to them, providing

many mare opporfunities than
street trees alone,

Plant*SF relies on dona-
tions to continue its work. Ifyou
share its vision, please consider
making a tax-deductible dona-
tion in any amount (from $25
to $26,000). Checks payable to
SFPT/Plant*SF may be sent to
SFPT/Plant*SF at 501 Stanyan
St., San Francisco, CA 94117,

Lets see what a beautiful, eco-
logical San Francisco looks like.
Put alittle love into your side-

walks today!

Who are they?

Name of Organization: Planl*SF
Web Site Address. www.PlantSForg
E-mail Address: inlo@plantSF.org
Phone Number: 431-2777
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One-Sentence Mission: Planl* SF promotes sidewalk gardening lo beautify San Francisco and keep stormwaler
oul ol the sewer system,

Next Big Event. 26th & Barllett Planting. Ten households are lurning concrete sidewalk space into gardens

by planting them on Saturday, The 26th Street Neighborhood Cealition is working with Plant*SF for Lhis
neighberhocd planting in the Mission Districl. Come join us for a hands-on sidewalk gardening work party
installing soil, mulch and drought-tolerant plants, Concrete removal of the sidewalk will be done professionally
prior to Saturday.

Date: Saturday, Nov. 10

Location: 26th and Barlletl streets

Volunteer shifts: 8 am. to noon and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Bring: work gloves, refillable water bottle, hand tools il you have them (shavel, trowel, elc), and your enthusiasm
for greening San Francisco! Potluck lunch dishes welcome.

RSVP: name, lime and locd to za@intersticearchilects.com. Same day RSVP OK or just show up!




Monday, November §, 2007 THE CITY.STAR wwwihecitystarstcom 5

- |
2 W ?o RTA L f I'

X BLUETOOTH HEADSET* : = HIGH FASHION FRAMES = DESIG HER SUNGLASSES
7 . \ ﬁed — - = * CONTACT LENSES
! (415) 661-4200
|il E &’ s.QO;I A'N"ut Pg;uql“::v;_, i
f Francisco,
0 i = RECEIVE

?.'u"?.'.'?‘..‘.",.."i‘,_. s ng/ dty VE $15 OFF GUASSES BY MENT
N/ eS| DIMITRAS

SKINCARE & MEDI-SPA

AESTHETIC & MEDICAL TREATMEN TS

~_FOR FACE & BODY
DR. ANDREW §. WAGNER, MD
MEDICAL DIRECTOR

Soriices fon Plon & WWomon
% — +IPL FOTO FACIAL RF
""""‘"‘ i :.“.“—"“‘m" ._._.l_';ﬁ._é_m + LASER HATR REMOVAL
+ SKIN TIGHTENING

*BOTOX  'RESTYLANE
*FACIALS +O?ACNE TX
+ LED ANTI-AGING & ACNE \
" MICRODERMABRASION
* ELECTROLYSIS + PEELS
* MASSAGES + WAXING

Dlscover why Self Mu'guzum
' AMONG COUNTRY'S TOP SALONS

FREE CONSULTATIONS '

324 West Portal Ave. * San Francisco
(415) 731-8080 Open Mon - Sa
www.dimitras.com * Since 1980

“Op pe Kll’ =l
~ Providing you with yeavs of experience inmmﬂm dadmn

TELL THEM YOU SAW THEM IN THE CITY ST-AR. WiNn A FREE DINNER FOR Two!



